
Mendon City Council Minutes 

Convened: November 13, 2025 | Meeting location 15 North Main Street, 

Mendon City Meeting Room 

Meeting called by Mayor Ed Buist 

Type of meeting City Council 

  

Minutes Holly Gordon 

  
 

Attendees:   

Amy Garbe                  Daphne Carlson 

Jon Hardman               Jim Cannon               

Bob Jepsen                   Kirk Taylor 

Ian Nemelka 

 Absent  
 

Brian Myers via Zoom 

TIME: 6:00 PM  

 Call to Order: There being five members present and five members representing a 

quorum, Mayor Buist called the meeting to order.   

 

Others Present: Paul Willie, Blaine Taylor, Doreen Taylor, Art Heers, Nicole Norris, Jessie 

Eiman, Keilani Ludlow, Ben Watkins, Allie Norris 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Jon Hardman 

 

Invocation: Amy Garbe 

 

Welcome: Mayor Buist welcomes everyone.   

 

Agenda 

Agenda Adoption: A copy of the notice and the agenda for this meeting was posted on the 

Utah Public Notice Website, Mendon City’s Website, posted at the City Office, the Post 

Office.  It was also provided to each member of the governing body.  All provided more 

than forty-eight hours before meeting time. 

 

 Approval of Minutes: Minutes for October 9, 2025 have been reviewed.  
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Motion: Council Member Garbe motions to accept October 9, 2025 minutes. Council 

Member Nemelka seconds the motion.  

Action: All are in favor with Council Member Myers abstaining and October 9, 2025 

minutes are accepted. 

Approval of Bills: Bills have been reviewed by all council members present. 

Motion:  Council Member Jepsen motions to accept and pay the bills as submitted. Council 

Member Garbe seconds the motion.  

Action:  All are in favor and bills are submitted.  

 

 

   

 

 

  

Topic 1- Citizen Participation/Comment (6:04 PM) No public comments.   

Topic 2- Meeting Room Time Capsule: (6:04 PM) Paul Willie and Mayor Buist have compiled items for the 

time capsule for the Meeting Room cornerstone to be sealed for 50 years. These items include pictures and 

letters of interesting facts of 2025 that citizens in 2075 might find interesting. Mayor Buist reads the letter he 

prepared for the time capsule. Mayor Buist asks all in attendance for any more ideas or small items of 

significance that would benefit the capsule, asking they be submitted before December 1, 2025. 

 

Topic 3- Naming the New Building Inspector – Mayor Buist: (6:17 PM) Mayor Buist has interviewed and 

identified a new building inspector for Mendon City.  His name is Jason Majors.  He has worked for 

Mendon City for 10 years, having been hired by our current building inspector, Paul Taylor.  Mr. Majors 

comes highly recommended and has accepted the position upon councils approval. 

Mayor Buist opens to council discussion.  No discussion. 

Council Member Garbe motions to approve Jason Majors as the new Mendon City Building Inspector. 

Council Member Myers seconds the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Topic 4- Wage Adjustment – Mayor Buist: (6:18 PM) Marilyn Atkison is doing a fabulous job as the new 

city recorder and the deputy recorder, Jim Cannon, is needed less and less. It is Mayor Buist’s suggestion 

that Mr. Cannon’s wages are adjusted from salary to $18.00 per hour. 

Mayor Buist opens to council discussion.  No discussion.  
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Council Member Jepson motions to approve a wage adjustment for the Mendon City Deputy Recorder to 

$18.00 per hour. 

Council Member Nemelka seconds the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Topic 5- Extension to the General Plan: (6:20 PM) Mayor Buist asks the council for approval to extend the 

general plan one year to give Planning and Zoning more time to prepare it for perusal.  This would make 

the general plan due on December 31, 2026. 

Mayor Buist opens to council discussion. No discussion. 

Council Member Garbe motions to approve to extend the general plan due date to December 31, 2026. 

Council Member Nemelka seconds.  All in favor. 

 

Topic 6- CCCOG Discussion – Mayor Buist: (6:21 PM) CCCOG, Cache County Council of Governments, 

has awarded Mendon City $367,000 for improvements on the 300 North 200 West intersection, widening 

the canal bridge and road as far west as funds will allow.  

Let it be noted that Mayor Buist has been nominated as president of CCCOG for next year. 

 

Topic 7- Resolution for Cell Tower – Mayor Buist: (6:25 PM) Mayor Buist reads the following resolution 

as requested by Vertical Bridge, Resolution 2025-11 regarding the sale of the cell tower to Vertical Bridge. 
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As the decision to sell the tower has already been approved by council in a previous city council meeting, 

there is no discussion. 

Council Member Nemelka motions to approve Resolution 2025-11. 

Council Member Myers seconds the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Topic 8- Resolution ADU and Long-Term Rental Checklist (amended to include Affidavit) – Amy Garbe: 

(6.29 PM) There is a code in place for ADU and long-term rentals, however, there are no checklists or forms 

available to start the process for ADU and long-term rentals. Council Member Garbe has met with Keilani 

Ludlow, Abby Tolbert, Daphne Carlson and Holly Gordon to create the appropriate forms. Council 

Member Garbe summarizes the following checklist and affidavit: 
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After summarizing the checklist, mayor and council begin to amend the checklist. 

- Strike the floor plan from 1. as Chief Locke doesn’t need a floor plan.  

- Add CO2 to 13. Strike B and C from 13. 

- Strike the word door from 15. 

- Ask Chief Locke about the keyed deadbolts in 16.  

- Strike the word recorded in 17. 

Mayor Buist reads the following resolution 2025-12 amending section 3.30 and 3.40 of the Mendon City 

Zoning Code: 
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Mayor Buist asks council for further discussion.  No further discussion. 

Council Member Garbe motions to amend and approve 2025-12 Checklist for Accessory Dwelling Units and 

Long-term Rentals and Affidavit. 

Council Member Nemelka seconds the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Topic 9- Youth Council Report – Mayor Norris: (6:55 PM) The opening social was in August at the 

Mendon City Square. Steven Hunsaker was a guest speaker and spoke on the future and how to look into 

the future with joy.  

September was the potato fundraiser. The youth council sold 139 bags and made just over $2,500. This 

money allows them to send youth to participate in the Youth Council Leadership Conference at USU in 

March. 

In October was the annual Zombie Wars at Mendon Square. There were about 30 youth who participated. 

Coming up in November, the youth council will be volunteering at the food pantry. 

On December 6th, the youth council will hold their community Christmas Breakfast. 

Update on Legacy Park: construction has started. The youth council are trying to raise additional funds to 

cover the cost of lighting for the pickleball courts. 

Council Member Jepsen asks if the youth council would be interested in helping Cameron Buist set up 

lights on Mendon Square in time for the Christmas Lighting Ceremony.  Mayor Norris says she’ll see what 

she can do, as they schedule their activities and volunteer work well in advance to give the youth council 

members time to make plans around said activities.  Adult youth supervisor, Nicole Norris, lets the council 

know that this is something they can address for next year’s planning. She also mentions that the youth 

council were added to the Wreaths Across America fundraiser.  

 

Topic 10- Library Report – Jessie Eiman: (7:05 PM) Library attendance has been down 22% the last three 

months. Ms. Eiman believes it’s due to having no Chinese class or Dungeons and Dragons group this year. 

She expects numbers will pick up in December. 

The fees the library has been charging non-residents have paid off. They have an average of six to eight per 

month. At $40 per library card per family per year, it adds up to approximately $240 per month and $2,800 

per year.  

The library has had some generous donors come forward lately. Small donations and much larger 

donations have covered nearly half the budget of 2027. 
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Ms. Eiman passes a paper to the mayor and council. Jessie Eiman is resigning as library director mid-March 

2026. She is not planning to leave the library, just a change in leadership to pursue other adventures. She 

will also get this process started with the library board. Mayor Buist reminds her to keep using Council 

Member Garbe until the end of the year and start using soon to be member Council Member Watkins in the 

process. 

Mayor Buist mentions the Cache County Library, located in Providence, is petitioning the county to 

continue to pay, through tax dollars, to keep the county library open.  Mayor Buist took it upon himself to 

write a letter to county executives and council about tax money helping other local libraries that are more 

frequented, may be state certified and offer more than the county library. 

 

Topic 11- Law Enforcement Liaison- Deputy Spence: (7:13 PM) Excused 

 

Topic 12: City Engineer- Eric Dursteler: (7:13 PM) The light poles are installed at Legacy Park.  The 

sidewalk will be reduced for now to make up funds for the light poles. Mr. Dursteler refers to the following 

change of order: (2 pages) 
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Mr. Dursteler also refers to the following documents concerning the Public Works Building.
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Mr. Dursteler explains that by the time the bids were reopened to re-sign the contracts, prices had 

increased.  Heating from $529 to $1890.  Fortified door increase about $200.  The lean-to came in at 

$34,039.65.  There was a misplaced H-frame that we had to cover some of the cost on at $2,599.  Some 

outlets were added to the north and west walls, estimated to be around $3,500-$4,000.  The ramp on the east 

side of the main entrance was not ADA compliant when poured and has to be redone. The inter 

construction on the material box came to $11,212.25. 

The total change orders as of today are $47,518.22.  

The mayor confirms the budget this fiscal year for the Public Works Building was $350K.  He would like to 

know if any bills were applied and where those numbers are now.  Jim Cannon gets that information for 

the mayor.  The remaining budget for the Public Works Building is $7,364 for this budget year.  

Topic 13: Public Works Director: Kirk Taylor: (7:26 PM) As far as buildings, most everything has been 

winterized.  Mr. Taylor has been blue staking for the Enbridge gas project as we don’t have any trace or 

wire with our water mains.   

Mr. Taylor is in the process of mapping the storm drains and water meters through GPS. 

As far as the Deep Canyon Trailhead project, he acquired a water tank on skid deducted from the 

landscaping budget.  Mendon City will be responsible for watering the landscaping and this enables us to 

do that. The pit vault toilet has been pumped for the season.  He plans to coincide the pumping with the 

November 15th gate closure each year. 

Received a bid on the propane tank at $5,200. That is for a buried tank. 

 

Councilmembers Reports: 

Brian Myers (via Zoom)- (7:30 PM) Council Member Myers has nothing to report, but does ask Kirk Taylor 

if the road and pavement for the Public Works Building will take place in the spring. Mr. Taylor says yes.  

 

Amy Garbe- (7:31 PM) Council Member Garbe attended a Mountainside Elementary community meeting 

to talk to them about the progress of Legacy Park.  While there, there was some discussion about putting a 

flashing stop sign at the intersection of 125 North 100 East as there are some concerns about the safety of 

kids crossing at that intersection.  Mayor and council respond by weighing the odds of whether people are 

seeing the stop sign (in which flashing lights would help) or if they are choosing to ignore the stop signs 

and just blowing through them.  It is agreed that the stop signs have been there long enough to know they 

are there and it is most likely people are choosing to blow through them.  The question is asked if there 

have been close calls concerning kids getting hit by cars.  There have not been any close calls reported.  It is 

the opinion of the mayor and council that having lighted stop signs is not going to make people stop at the 

stop signs as they are already quite visible.  It is suggested we let law enforcement know that this area 

needs extra patrolling during school pick up and drop off times.  
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Planning and Zoning has a new member, Kelly Barrett, who was on a list of approvals for Planning and 

Zoning last council meeting.  They have also had another member leave and will try and replace them with 

another approved name soon. 

 

Ian Nemelka- (7:44 PM) The proposal for the folklore plaque for Mendon May Day has made it to the next 

round of consideration.  The only other folklore plaque in Utah is for the Bear Lake Monster.  

Council Member Nemelka has been in discussion with the Utah State Tax Commission regarding a 

potential sales tax from online purchases made with the Mendon City proper.  He has the contact 

information for Gwen who has been sending documentation from other smaller municipalities, showing 

the language that they have in their city code, helping benchmark for whatever we would like to propose in 

the future as far as a sales tax for online purchases here in Mendon.  Council Member Nemelka will 

forward this information to whomever takes on the responsibility after the first of the year. 

Council Member Nemelka has had a quarter of the letters of alleged violation of junk vehicles delivered 

through our city deputy and have had complaints concerning the allegations and the way they are 

delivered.  Alleged violations are addressed through citizen reports and are in no way the mayor, city 

council or staff targeting alleged violators.  It is the Planning and Zoning committee’s duty to take every 

complaint seriously then reporting to city council and it is the city councils responsibility to follow through 

with letters addressing any alleged violation to the city code.  Due to lack of resources, our deputy is asked 

to hand deliver them as part of his duties.  These letters are not citations; they are letters to help us make 

our community look better and be safer.  Council Member Nemelka invites anyone to contact the council if 

they have any alternative recommendations on how to address alleged violators of city code. 

 

Jon Hardman- (7:51 PM) For a number of years the city has been trying to upgrade the city water meters. 

As of this month, we have reached an agreement with Next Meters to purchase 200 meters that are fully 

capable of keeping track of water usage and reporting it directly to Kirk Taylor’s computer, which will be 

set up.  We are told this will be compatible with Cassel, our billing software, making billing easier. We 

have a ballpark number of 550 meters. 200 meters will give us a good start. The battery life on these meters 

is 20 years. The company is local, out of Providence, making future questions and any problems easier to 

deal with. Mr. Taylor is responsible for installing the meters, however, depending on the workload, may 

hire temporary help. We feel the budget for water is sufficient to cover 200 meters to start with. 

 

Bob Jepsen- (7:54 PM) Council Member Jepsen expresses gratitude at serving with Council Members 

Nemelka and Hardman as this is their last year on council.   

On the Public Works Building, they’ve got the reel tape in the conduit and Rocky Mountain Power should 

be there within the week to pull wires through to get power to the building. This makes two of the four 

utilities done. Council Member Jepsen asks Kirk Taylor about the cost of the propane tank again ($5,200) 

and comments that it would be nice to get heat to the building sooner than later. Mayor Buist reminds 
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council that there will be a budget reopening in January and can discuss funds for the Public Works 

Building further. Council Member Jepsen mentions there might be some funds in the cemetery that could 

help get heat in the building for the winter. He will look into the numbers further with the treasurer and 

recorder and report back to council. 

 

Mayor Buist- (8:01 PM) Mayor Buist adds his gratitude to Council Members Nemelka and Hardman.  

Council Member Nemelka was good enough to come back for the better part of a year to fill in for a council 

member who needed to step down. Council Member Hardman is finishing 24 years of service to the 

community. Both are extremely valuable to the community and will be missed. 

Mayor Buist has made some adjustments to the council member assignments. Council Members are to 

oversee these assignments and oversee the budget set for each assignment. 

Art Heers – trails, mosquito abatement, deer and turkey management, animal control and parks and 

recreation. 

Amy Garbe – grant writing, youth council liaison, planning and zoning liaison and school liaison. 

Ben Watkins – trails, parks and recreation, library liaison, May Day and planning and zoning liaison. 

Brian Myers – culinary water, secondary water systems liaison, storm water management, buildings and 

May Day. 

Bob Jepsen – Easter egg hunt, cemetery, parks and recreation and streets. 

Mayor Buist – administration, fire department liaison, law enforcement liaison, July 24th celebration, 

emergency preparedness and Mendon City Land Use Authority. 

Mayor Buist invites Ben Watkins, Art Heers and all city council and staff to attend the new council member 

swear in on Friday, January 2nd at 6:00 PM here in the meeting room. 

 

Mayor Buist entertains a motion to adjourn. 

   

Council Member Hardman motions to close city council meeting. 

Council Member Nemelka seconds the motion. All in favor. 

Adjourned (8:08 PM) 


