
Mendon City Council Minutes 

Convened: March 13, 2025 | Meeting location 15 North Main Street, 

Mendon City Office  

Meeting called by Mayor Ed Buist 

Type of meeting City Council 

 Public Hearing 

Note taker Holly Gordon 

  
 

Attendees:   

Amy Garbe                  Kirk Taylor 

Brian Myers                               

Ian Nemelka via Zoom 

 Absent Jon Hardman, Bob Jepsen, Jim 

Cannon, Daphne Carlson 

 

 

TIME: 6:00 PM  

Call to Order: There being three members present and three members representing a 

quorum, Mayor Buist called the meeting to order.   

 

Others Present: Chief Simmons, Kristi Walker, Bryan Low, Keilani Ludlow, Maria Bingham 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Amy Garbe 

 

Invocation: Brian Myers 

 

Welcome: Mayor Buist welcomes everyone.   

 

Agenda 

Agenda Adoption: A copy of the notice and the agenda for this meeting was posted on the 

Utah Public Notice Website, Mendon City’s Website, posted at the City Office, the Post 

Office.  It was also provided to each member of the governing body.  All provided more 

than forty-eight hours before meeting time. 

 

 Approval of Minutes: Minutes for 2025 have been reviewed. Council Member Myers 

suggests adding ‘total’ after ‘six classes’ in the new Mendon Station Classes Contract.  
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Council Member Myers also suggests highlighting the cell in the contract regarding hanging 

apparatus. The city clerk agrees to make these suggested changes. 

Motion: Council Member Garbe motions to accept 2025 minutes. Council Member Myers 

seconds the motion.  

Action: All are in favor and 2025 minutes are accepted. 

Approval of Bills: Bills have been reviewed by all council members present.  The March 

bills spreadsheet does not have all the information needed to accept.  March bills have been 

postponed until April’s city council meeting. 

Motion:  N/A 

Action:  N/A 

 

 

   

 

 

  

Topic 1- Citizen Participation/Comment (6:05 PM)    

Topic 2- Interlocal Agreement for Dispatch Services- Chief Simmon, Kristi Walker, Bryan Low: (6:05 

PM) Kristi Walker, 911 dispatch director for the county, approaches the microphone. She explains that fees 

for dispatch, paid through utility bills, has not increased from $3.00 per household since 2013.   

Ms. Walker invites the council to tour the dispatch center located at the Logan City Police Department on 

the second floor.  Her email is kristi.walker@loganutah.gov for any interested in a tour.   

There are 20 full-time positions that are funded, with 14 full-time dispatchers and 1 in training.  They are 

down 5 full-time dispatchers, one of the reasons being staffing wages. They don’t have a competitive wage 

right now.  Examples of starting wages: Box Elder starts at $27.50, Rich County at $26.00 and Franklin 

County at $25.00. Logan’s starting wage in November was $20.85, however, they took funding for an 

emergency raise totaling $22.85 for starting wages.  They are trying to attract quality, career-minded 

candidates who are willing to stay long term.  It is a difficult job and $22.85 still isn’t enough, but that is 

where the starting wages stand at this point. 

In 2013, dispatch took 38,000 calls. In 2024, dispatch took 58,000 calls with the same number of staff. As 

Cache County grows, the dispatch center has goals to move with the growth. 

The dispatch center is an enterprise fund, so they pay for themselves.  They get revenue from fees like this 

one in the utility bills, cell phone bills and agencies that are not connected to a city, such as Utah State 

University. They have options for grant funding; however, they do not cover wages.  Just training and 

equipment or other such things. 

  

mailto:kristi.walker@loganutah.gov
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The proposal to the amendment is an initial 10% increase of 30 cents per household starting July 1, 2025 for 

one year.  Then a 3% increase of 10 cents from July 1, 2026-2028 and a final increase of 11 cents on July 1, 

2029 for a total of 71 cents over a 5-year period.  

Council Member Garbe motions to approve the increase for dispatch residential fees per fiscal year for five 

years starting at 30 cents in 2025, 10 cents in 2026, 10 cents in 2027, 10 cents in 2028 and 11 cents in 2029. 

Council Member Nemelka seconds the motion. All in favor. 

 

Topic 3- Cell Tower Discussion- Mayor Buist: (6:20 PM) Verizon has sold the cell tower to Vertical Bridge. 

For clarification, Mendon City owns the property where the tower sits, but the company has an easement 

where the tower and the fencing is.  

As fiber optic is rapidly growing, there may come a time when towers are obsolete, making easement 

agreements void. Mendon City has been offered a lump sum of $150K with a $1K agreement fee taken off, 

making the total $149K.  The mayor and council held an executive session on the original amount of $125K, 

and a council member thought that number seemed low.  Mayor Buist spoke with Joe Fiore at Vertical 

Bridge and a few days later received the offer of $150K.  

Mayor Buist sent the agreement to Seth Tait, city attorney.  His concerns were Verizon’s right to refusal 

clause, however, Version has sold out to Vertical Bridge, so this is no longer an issue.  Mr. Tait’s second 

concern is the offer from Vertical Bridge does not contain the terms and conditions of their standard form 

of easement.  Mayor Buist relayed the concern to Joe Fiore and he said that will come in the final contract.  

Mr. Tait’s third concern was the purchase price should be checked.  There seems to be some concern that 

easements for buyouts like this in Utah may be priced at 15 to 20 times the annual cash flow of the tower 

ease, thus the city’s ground lease could be worth much more that what is being offered.   Mayor Buist 

checked with what others have been doing (Smithfield, Hyrum and Millville) and finds similar offers of 

$150K are being made. Mr. Tait’s final concern is there was no mention of an option fee in the agreement. 

Mayor Buist found out it is $1K.  This is basically a good faith fee that Mendon City is serious about the 

agreement. 

Mayor Buist did sign the contract as per the discussion in the executive session. 

Mayor Buist points out that there was an option to get $250K over the period of 15 years but thought the 

$149K up front would benefit the city better as there are projects in need of the extra funding now.  There is 

also the chance of the contract becoming void before the 15-year payments are over, due to the fiber optic 

movement.  It’s a gamble and the mayor and council have chosen to go with the lump sum payment. 

 

Topic 4- Adopting 2025 APWA Standards and Specifications- Eric Dursteler: (6:35 PM) Eric Dursteler 

presents the Utah chapter of the American Public Worker Association (APWA) Standards and 

Specifications. This is a good base standard, good specifications for all construction.  Eric would like 

Mendon City to amend and adopt it to our personal needs and requirements in the city.  
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Some of the specifications covered are basic materials, construction standards and infrastructure for public 

construction. 

Mr. Dursteler and Kirk Taylor have worked together and couldn’t find a place in Mendon City policy or 

code that talks about these specifications. They are making a formal recommendation to adopt the Utah 

ABWA 2025 Standard and Specification.  Mr. Dursteler will check with Seth Tait to find out if this needs to 

be done by ordinance or resolution and if it needs to be a public hearing.  

 

Topic 5- Mendon Square Vendor Policy Resolution- Ian Nemelka: (6:53 PM) Council Member Nemelka 

has made a few edits in the final draft, including a section regarding selection and approval of businesses 

that will inhabit the square under Section 6, Evaluation and Selection Process. Basically the quality of the 

business plan, how it will benefit the community, history of success, business structure compatibility… and 

anything else the city council needs to consider when making a decision.  

Another item that needs consideration in the policy is the fee. The food stand pays the city 10%. Vendors 

would be using their own freestanding structure but would still be using city water and power. The snow 

shack pays $50 per quarter. The mayor and council agree that a 5% fee would suffice for all freestanding 

vendors, including the snow shack.  The city clerk will reach out to the Mickelsen’s about the fee change.   

It is agreed that the Mickelsen’s, owner of the snow shack, need to fill out the vendor application when the 

application is ready so they are in compliance with code.  It is also agreed that once a vendor is approved 

by the council to use space at the Mendon Square, they have first rights the following year to reapply , 

unless they are in violation of the code or if they choose not to reapply.  

The actual area for possible vendors on Mendon Square is still to be determined. 

Mendon Square Vendor Policy Resolution postponed until April for some additions to the policy. 

A copy of the policy draft is as follows: 
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Topic 6- Temporary Business Licenses Resolution- Ian Nemelka: (7:02 PM)  

Council Member Myers motions to close city council meeting and open the public hearing for the 

Temporary License Resolution. 

Council Member Nemelka seconds the motion.  All in favor. 

Due to the lack of any guidelines for temporary business licenses in the Mendon City Code, Council 

Member Nemelka and Planning and Zoning Chair, Keilani Ludlow, have drafted the following resolution: 
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Kirk Taylor expresses some concern about door-to-door salespersons ignoring No Soliciting signs and asks 

that the application includes a sentence prohibiting salespersons from knocking on doors with said signs. 

It is also suggested that the temporary salespersons must wear a visible copy of their Mendon City 

temporary business license when going door-to-door be included in the application. 

There is a question about door-to-door non-profit such as the Boy Scouts and Youth Council.  There is a 

clause in the Business License Code 5.02.140 that exempts non-profit organizations. 

Mayor Buist opens the hearing to public comment.  No comments. 

Council Member Garbe motions to close the public hearing and open city council meeting. 

Council Member Myers seconds the motion. All in favor. 

A fee of $25.00 for a temporary license is suggested by Council Member Nemelka.  He also confirms that 

the license would be good for a 90-day period.  It is also suggested that the non-profit exemption clause be 

added to the Temporary Business License portion of the code. 

There are two amendments that need to be added to the resolution once it’s been adopted.  The first would 

be to include the exemption of non-profit organizations and the second a $25 temporary license fee. 

Council Member Nemelka motions to accept resolution 2025-03 with the amendments of an exemption of 

non-profit efforts and a temporary license fee of $25.00. 

Council Member Garbe seconds the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Topic 7- Purchasing Procedure Policy Revision- (7:21 PM)  

Council Member Garbe motions to close city council meeting and open the public hearing for the 

Purchasing Procedure Policy Revision. 

Council Member Myers seconds the motion.  All in favor. 

Eric Dursteler, city engineer, reads the following policy, focusing on the revisions in the blue boxes: 
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Mr. Dursteler also refers to 5.0 that resolves any future issues related to public road projects. It follows the 

statutory threshold, which is $350,000. It would allow the city to contract directly with the county for 

smaller projects. 

Mayor Buist opens the hearing to public comment. No comments. 

Council Member Myers motions to close the public hearing and open city council meeting. 

Council Member Nemelka seconds the motion.  All in favor. 

No further discussion by council. 

Council Member Garbe motions to accept the purchasing procedure policy as revised and read by Eric 

Dursteler. 

Council Member Nemelka seconds the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Topic 8- Youth Council- Mayor Mickelson: (7:27 PM) Excused 

 

Topic 9- Law Enforcement Liaison- Deputy Spence: (7:27 PM) Excused 

  

Topic 11: City Engineer- Eric Dursteler: (7:28 PM) Eric Dursteler hands out the pre-disaster mitigation 

strategies draft he filled out on behalf of Mendon City for BRAG.  He points out that a lot of this 

information will go into the general plan this year.  He asks the council to review it recognizing it is only a 

draft.  

Mr. Dursteler is asked if he has an estimate on the Legacy Park Phase 1 of curb and gutter, sidewalks, 

parking lot and pickleball courts. He has an estimate of $1.2 million.  Council Member Garbe corrects him, 

claiming the budget is $700K for Phase 1 of Legacy Park. 

The cemetery boundary issue that has been going on for 5 years has been signed and turned into Ms. 

Lundahl’s attorney and is expected to be recorded this week. The mayor asks Mr. Dursteler to contact the 

attorney to make sure it was recorded. 

The cemetery tank was pressure washed and cleaned out.  It needs to warmer to add the primer and wrap 

to the lid. 

Last month, Council Member Jepsen asked Eric Dursteler to work on a canal crossing permit.  He looked at 

the canal and saw sections across the canal that didn’t have the permit in place. He will have to get an 

application for an account on that permit.  He will need to come back to city council for a review and some 

completion on that too. 
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Topic 12: Public Works Director: Kirk Taylor: (7:33 PM) Kirk Taylor is working on getting water meters 

set up via GPS.  He is pricing rugged style tablets through Juniper Systems.  He, Jon Hardman and Daphne 

Carlson are meeting with Nextmeters to do a pilot program for the outdoor meters.  

Mr. Taylor is getting bids on some crack seal (GapMaster) for 250 South and 380 East this year.  

The playground equipment is 25 years old and Mr. Taylor will see what he can do to salvage it as he takes 

it apart to make room for the addition to city hall. 

 

Councilmembers Reports: 

Brian Myers- (7:38 PM) Council Member Myers fixed the blinds in Mendon Station. He also patched and 

painted a few places on the wall.  He is hoping to buy some time for a year before having the interior 

repainted. There will need to be some work on the outside of the building on the south side where the paint 

is peeling off the cargo door and some of the fascia. The hardwood floors in the station are on slab.  

Looking into next years budget for sanding and refinishing the floor. 

On to the food stand, Council Member Myers received a bid for a three-basin commercial sink of $4,800.00. 

This bid includes the labor to disconnect the old sink, the faucets, and other miscellaneous items. The tile 

on the floor will also have to be repaired where the drain is. He and Courtney Larsen are still looking for a 

commercial grade refrigerator. He may need to move some funds around within the buildings budget to 

help with the refrigerator.  

The May Queen has been chosen this year. There is a conflict with the junior boys lacrosse game on the 

Friday night before May Day that takes about half the junior boys away from helping with the court.  There 

will not be an official dinner or dance the night before May Day.  They will offset it with a nice breakfast on 

May Day. 

The mosquito abatement is expected to spend about $100K on spray this year. 

 

Amy Garbe- (7:45 PM) The CPR grant is due on Monday and was sent to the mayor for review. Council 

Member Garbe would like to try and submit it on Saturday. 

There were some questions at the Legacy Park fundraiser about levels for donation.  For example, how 

much for a brick, a bench, a tree or whatever is decided, if decided. The mayor suggests asking what people 

are willing to donate as well as coming up with a list.  He asks Council Member Garbe to email the council 

the list for suggestion and revision. 

Council Member Garbe expresses concern about her .gov email not working and has resorted to using her 

old email address so she doesn’t miss time sensitive emails.  This seems to be a common complain t within 

council and .gov accounts.  All Tech is aware of the problems and are trying to figure out a solution. 

There are questions about CID (Community Impact Board) and CASI (Capital Assessment Self Inventory) 

that BRAG has been pushing to complete.  Council Member Garbe expresses concern about information of 

Mendon City assets being available in Google Doc form being too risky and declined the involvement at 
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this time.  Since 2023, this information has been a requirement to apply for CID and CASI funding.  

Mendon City does not qualify for such funding so there is no need for BRAG to obtain the information they 

seek.  

The youth council leadership conference is tonight, Friday and Saturday morning. 

A citizen contacted Council Member Garbe concerning the additional fee on the water bill concerning 

Waste Management.  This citizen wants to know if there is a way to warn Mendon City residents when fees 

are added to the bill.  It is suggested that if citizens want to be apprised of changes to fees, they should pay 

attention to agendas and attend council meetings.  There is no other proactive way to get the word out. 

The library has been having issues syncing Google and Microsoft to get their website running.  They have 

set up an appointment with All Tech and the State official who is in charge of the website to see if they can 

fix the problem. 

 

Ian Nemelka- (7:59 PM) Planning and Zoning is changing the time of meeting from 6:30 PM to 7:00 PM.  

Planning and Zoning will be reviewing the sign ordinance one last time then passing it along to city council 

for review.  There will also be a discussion on short-term rentals during the next Planning and Zoning 

meeting. 

Council Member Nemelka will get the applications regarding Temporary Licenses ready to go. 

 

Jon Hardman- (8:06 PM) Excused 

 

Bob Jepsen- (8:06 PM) Excused 

 

Mayor Buist- (8:06 PM) Mayor Buist is concerned about the amount of junk vehicles accumulating in yards 

around Mendon.  He will draft a letter for violating individuals with a time frame to take care of the junk 

vehicles and have the letters delivered by Deputy Spence. 

Mayor Buist tasks the city clerk to inform Jim Cannon, city recorder, of the increase for dispatch. 

Mayor Buist would like Kirk Taylor, Council Member Jepsen, Council Member Myers, Council Member 

Nemelka and himself to meet and make a decision on where possible temporary vendors may park. 

Paul Willie is finishing up a few things to get the construction of the addition on city hall underway.  The 

septic tank is big enough to support the addition.  There is concern about having to build a fire wall which 

will most likely be a necessity.  However, with the sell of the cell tower, funding shouldn’t be an issue. 

The schedule on the Public Works Building and Fire Station are yet to be determined.  The weather needs 

to dry up first. 

 



Page 21 

 

   

Mayor Buist entertains a motion to adjourn. 

   

Council Member Garbe motions to close city council meeting. 

Council Member Myers seconds the motion. All in favor. 

Adjourned (8:10 PM) 


